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In this captivating yet troubling book, lan Shapiro offers a searing indictment of many influential practicesin
the social sciences and humanities today. Perhaps best known for his critique of rational choice theory,
Shapiro expands his purview here. In discipline after discipline, he argues, scholars have fallen prey to
inward-looking myopia that results from--and perpetuates--a flight from reality.

In the method-driven academic culture we inhabit, argues Shapiro, researchers too often make display and
refinement of their technigques the principal scholarly activity. The result is that they lose sight of the objects
of their study. Pet theories and methodological blinders lead unwelcome facts to be ignored, sometimes not
even perceived. The targets of Shapiro's critique include the law and economics movement, overzealous
formal and statistical modeling, various reductive theories of human behavior, misguided conceptual analysis
in political theory, and the Cambridge school of intellectual history.

Asan alternative to al of these, Shapiro makes a compelling case for problem-driven social research, rooted
in aredlist philosophy of science and an antireductionist view of socia explanation. In the lucid--if biting--
prose for which Shapiro is renowned, he explains why this requires greater critical attention to how problems
are specified than is usually undertaken. He illustrates what is at stake for the study of power, democracy,
law, and ideology, as well asin normative debates over rights, justice, freedom, virtue, and community.
Shapiro answers many critics of his views along the way, securing his position as one of the distinctive social
and political theorists of our time.
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From reader reviews:
Stanley Roman:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Flight from Reality in the Human
Sciences, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to missit? What kind
of hang typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to
asreading friends.

CarlosQuirk:

This The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciencesis great guide for you because the content that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. Thiskind
of book revedl it information accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences
withinit. Soif you are read that hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Hight from Reality in the Human Sciences in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in
itisnot ridiculous asingle. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but
this book already do that. So, thisis certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you till
doubt that?

Winford Patter son:

Beside thiskind of The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences in your phone, it could possibly give you
away to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. Itis
good thing to have The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences because this book offersto you

personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
guestionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to missit? Find this book and also read
it from currently!

Wayne Martin:

This The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciencesis fresh way for you who has attention to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Flight from Reality in the
Human Sciences can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to
get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep | mean
in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this book isthe



answer. So thereisn't any in reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It

should be here for anyone. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with
knowledge.
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