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Governments increasingly offer or demand apologies for past human rights abuses, and it is widely believed
that such expressions of contrition are necessary to promote reconciliation between former adversaries. The
post-World War II experiences of Japan and Germany suggest that international apologies have powerful
healing effects when they are offered, and poisonous effects when withheld. West Germany made extensive
efforts to atone for wartime crimes-formal apologies, monuments to victims of the Nazis, and candid history
textbooks; Bonn successfully reconciled with its wartime enemies. By contrast, Tokyo has made few and
unsatisfying apologies and approves school textbooks that whitewash wartime atrocities. Japanese leaders
worship at the Yasukuni Shrine, which honors war criminals among Japan's war dead. Relations between
Japan and its neighbors remain tense.Examining the cases of South Korean relations with Japan and of
French relations with Germany, Jennifer Lind demonstrates that denials of past atrocities fuel distrust and
inhibit international reconciliation. In Sorry States, she argues that a country's acknowledgment of past
misdeeds is essential for promoting trust and reconciliation after war. However, Lind challenges the
conventional wisdom by showing that many countries have been able to reconcile without much in the way
of apologies or reparations. Contrition can be highly controversial and is likely to cause a domestic backlash
that alarms—rather than assuages—outside observers. Apologies and other such polarizing gestures are thus
unlikely to soothe relations after conflict, Lind finds, and remembrance that is less accusatory-conducted
bilaterally or in multilateral settings-holds the most promise for international reconciliation.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Maples:

Typically the book Sorry States: Apologies in International Politics (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Sorry States: Apologies in International Politics (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is much recommended
to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Mark Logan:

The publication untitled Sorry States: Apologies in International Politics (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)
is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Sorry States:
Apologies in International Politics (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Lois Jennings:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Sorry
States: Apologies in International Politics (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Sorry States: Apologies in International Politics
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts
but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Carolyn Treece:

The book untitled Sorry States: Apologies in International Politics (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by
famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and
order it. Have a nice learn.
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