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Though it has often been passionately criticized--as fraudulent, exploitative, even pagan--the American
funeral home has become nearly as inevitable as death itself, an institution firmly embedded in our culture.
But how did the funeral home come to hold such a position? What is its history? And is it guilty of the
charges sometimes leveled against it? In Rest in Peace, Gary Laderman traces the origins of American
funeral rituals, from the evolution of embalming techniques during and after the Civil War and the shift from
home funerals to funeral homes at the turn of the century, to the increasing subordination of priests,
ministers, and other religious figures to the funeral director throughout the twentieth century. In doing so he
shows that far from manipulating vulnerable mourners, as Jessica Mitford claimed in her best-selling The
American Way of Death (1963), funeral directors are highly respected figures whose services reflect the
communitys deepest needs and wishes. Indeed, Laderman shows that funeral directors generally give the
people what they want when it is time to bury our dead. He reveals, for example, that the open casket, often
criticized as barbaric, provides a deeply meaningful moment for friends and family who must say goodbye to
their loved one. But he also shows how the dead often come back to life in the popular imagination to disturb
the peace of the living. Drawing upon interviews with funeral directors, major historical events like the
funerals of John F. Kennedy and Rudolf Valentino, films, television, newspaper reports, proposals for
funeral reform, and other primary sources, Rest in Peace cuts through the rhetoric to show us the reality--and
the real cultural value--of the American funeral.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

With other case, little people like to read book Rest in Peace: A Cultural History of Death and the Funeral
Home in Twentieth-Century America. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as
we know about how is important the book Rest in Peace: A Cultural History of Death and the Funeral Home
in Twentieth-Century America. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Peggy Hardman:

Here thing why this kind of Rest in Peace: A Cultural History of Death and the Funeral Home in Twentieth-
Century America are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it
really depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Rest in Peace: A Cultural
History of Death and the Funeral Home in Twentieth-Century America giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Rest in
Peace: A Cultural History of Death and the Funeral Home in Twentieth-Century America. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Rest in Peace: A Cultural History of Death and the Funeral Home in Twentieth-Century America in e-book
can be your option.

Lisa Bates:

The experience that you get from Rest in Peace: A Cultural History of Death and the Funeral Home in
Twentieth-Century America is a more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you
get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Rest in Peace: A Cultural
History of Death and the Funeral Home in Twentieth-Century America giving you joy feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the
item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this Rest in Peace: A Cultural History of Death and the
Funeral Home in Twentieth-Century America instantly.

Betty Smith:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order



to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Rest in Peace: A Cultural History of Death and the Funeral Home in Twentieth-Century
America can make you feel more interested to read.
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