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Media attention can play a profound role in whether or not officials act on a policy issue, but how policy
issues make the news in the first place has remained a puzzle. Why do some issues go viral and then just as
quickly fall off the radar? How isit that the media can sustain public interest for months in a complex story
like negotiations over Obamacare while ignoring other important issues in favor of stories on “balloon boy?’

With Making the News, Amber Boydstun offers an eye-opening look at the explosive patterns of media
attention that determine which issues are brought before the public. At the heart of her argument isthe
observation that the media have two modes: an “aarm mode” for breaking stories and a“ patrol mode” for
covering them in greater depth. While ingtitutional incentives often initiate alarm mode around a story, they
also propel news outlets into the watchdog-like patrol mode around its policy implications until the next big
news item breaks. What results from this pattern of fixation followed by rapid change is skewed coverage of
policy issues, with afew receiving the majority of media attention while others receive none at all. Boydstun
documents this systemic explosiveness and skew through analysis of media coverage across policy issues,
including in-depth looks at the waxing and waning of coverage around two issues: capital punishment and
the “war on terror.”

Making the News shows how the seemingly unpredictable day-to-day decisions of the newsroom produce
distinct patterns of operation with implications—good and bad—for national politics.
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From reader reviews:
Rodney Wilson:

Here thing why this specific Making the News: Palitics, the Media, and Agenda Setting are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which
isthe content is as yummy as food or not. Making the News: Palitics, the Media, and Agenda Setting giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar
with Making the News: Palitics, the Media, and Agenda Setting. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open
up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be
having difficultiesin bringing the published book maybe the form of Making the News: Politics, the Media,
and Agenda Setting in e-book can be your choice.

Kimberly Smith:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Making the News:
Palitics, the Media, and Agenda Setting suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in
thisera. Typically the book untitled Making the News: Palitics, the Media, and Agenda Settingis the one of
several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will
give you agreat deal of information about thisworld now. To help you see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

Rose Buck:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
al their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own personal freetime/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda
Setting can be excellent book to read. May beit is usually best activity to you.

Miranda Durkee:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find alot of referencesto get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you personally is Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting this book consist alot of the



information from the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book acceptable al of you.
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