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The enigmatic, polyglot Hypnerotomachia Poliphili -- the inspiration for the bestselling novel The Rule of
Four -- has fascinated architects and historians since its publication in 1499. Part fictional narrative and part
scholarly treatise, richly illustrated with wood engravings, the book is an extreme case of erotic furor, aimed
at everything -- especially architecture -- that the protagonist, Poliphilo, encounters in his quest for his
beloved, Polia. Among the instances of the book's manifesto-like character is Polia's tirade defending the
right of women to express their own sexuality, probably the first sustained argument of this type, which lifts
the book's erotic theme from the realm of ribaldry to the more daring one of sexual politics. Liane Lefaivre
offers the closest critical-theoretical reading of Hypnerotomachia Poliphili to date, placing it within both the
historical context of the quattrocento and the rethinking of the metaphor of the architectural body.Lefaivre is
the first to attribute this strange, dreamlike book definitively to none other than the arch-rationalist Leon
Battista Alberti. Intended as his final text, she argues, the book is the legacy of a humanist passionate about
his life's work, a treatise on the role of dreamwork in design by one of the most creative minds of the
Renaissance, and a manifesto in defense of humanism by a man who had been dismissed by an anti-humanist
pope after a thirty-year career in the papal service.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Richardson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book Leon Battista Alberti's Hypnerotomachia Poliphili: Re-Cognizing the
Architectural Body in the Early Italian Renaissance it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Ricky Hayes:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Leon Battista Alberti's Hypnerotomachia Poliphili: Re-Cognizing the Architectural Body in the
Early Italian Renaissance your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-
book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Leon
Battista Alberti's Hypnerotomachia Poliphili: Re-Cognizing the Architectural Body in the Early Italian
Renaissance giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Kayla Merritt:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among
the books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Leon Battista Alberti's Hypnerotomachia
Poliphili: Re-Cognizing the Architectural Body in the Early Italian Renaissance. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review
this book you can get many advantages.

Kevin Vickers:

You may get this Leon Battista Alberti's Hypnerotomachia Poliphili: Re-Cognizing the Architectural Body
in the Early Italian Renaissance by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by



simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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