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If not for the work of his half cousin Francis Galton, Charles Darwin's evolutionary theory might have met a
somewhat different fate. In particular, with no direct evidence of natural selection and no convincing theory
of heredity to explain it, Darwin needed a mathematical explanation of variability and heredity. Galton's
work in biometry?the application of statistical methods to the biological sciences?laid the foundations for
precisely that. This book offers readers a compelling portrait of Galton as the "father of biometry," tracing
the development of his ideas and his accomplishments, and placing them in their scientific context.

Though Michael Bulmer introduces readers to the curious facts of Galton's life?as an explorer, as a polymath
and member of the Victorian intellectual aristocracy, and as a proponent of eugenics?his chief concern is
with Galton's pioneering studies of heredity, in the course of which he invented the statistical tools of
regression and correlation. Bulmer describes Galton's early ambitions and experiments?his investigations of
problems of evolutionary importance (such as the evolution of gregariousness and the function of sex), and
his movement from the development of a physiological theory to a purely statistical theory of heredity, based
on the properties of the normal distribution. This work, culminating in the law of ancestral heredity, also put
Galton at the heart of the bitter conflict between the "ancestrians" and the "Mendelians" after the rediscovery
of Mendelism in 1900. A graceful writer and an expert biometrician, Bulmer details the eventual triumph of
biometrical methods in the history of quantitative genetics based on Mendelian principles, which underpins
our understanding of evolution today.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Richards:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book Francis Galton: Pioneer of Heredity and Biometry
had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The publication Francis Galton: Pioneer of Heredity and Biometry is not only
giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Francis Galton:
Pioneer of Heredity and Biometry. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Jamie Treat:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Francis Galton: Pioneer of Heredity and Biometry it is very good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Charlotte Cooper:

Francis Galton: Pioneer of Heredity and Biometry can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Francis Galton: Pioneer
of Heredity and Biometry although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
new stage of crucial pondering.

Steven Green:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The Francis Galton:
Pioneer of Heredity and Biometry provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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