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A daughter's journey to rediscover her father and understand the culture of space engineers

During the late 1960s, while M. G. Lord was becoming ateenager in Southern California and her mother was
dying of cancer, Lord's father-an archetypal, remote, rocket engineer- disappeared into hiswork at the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, building the space probes of the Mariner Mars 69 mission. Thirty years
later, Lord found herself reporting on the JPL, triggering childhood memories and a desire to revisit her past
as away of understanding the ethos of rocket science. Astro Turf isthe brilliant result of her journey of
discovery.

Remembering her pain at her father's absence, yet intrigued by what he did, Lord captures him on the page as
she recalls her own youthful, eccentric fascination with science and space exploration. Into her family's saga
she weaves the story of the legendary JPL- examining the complexities of its cultural history, fromitsstart in
1936 to the triumphant Mars landings in 2004. She illuminates its founder, Frank Malina, whose brilliance in
rocketry was shadowed by a flirtation with communism, driving him from the country even as we welcomed
Wernher von Braun and his Nazi colleagues. Lord's own love of science fiction becomes alens through
which she views a profound cultural shift in the male-dominated world of space. And in pursuing the cause
of her father's absence she stumbles on a hidden guilt, understanding "the anguish his proud silence caused
both him and me, and how rooted that silence was in the culture of engineering."

Asin her acclaimed book Forever Barbie, which demystified an icon of feminine culture, Lord brings her

penetrating insight to bear on a bastion of American masculinity, opening our eyesin unexpected and
memorable ways.
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From reader reviews:
Tara Carlson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Astro Turf: The Private Life of Rocket Science. Try to make the
book Astro Turf: The Private Life of Rocket Science as your pal. It meansthat it can to become your friend
when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Y eah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Bruce Healy:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Astro
Turf: The Private Life of Rocket Science the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before.
The Astro Turf: The Private Life of Rocket Science giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better lifein this era. So now let us explain to you
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Brett Nash:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book Astro
Turf: The Private Life of Rocket Science. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Rachdl Morris:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Astro Turf: The Private Life of Rocket
Science to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the sensation about book and studying especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to start a
book and study it. Beside that the reserve Astro Turf: The Private Life of Rocket Science can to be your
brand-new friend when you'rereally feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of thistime.
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