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Everyone knows the name of Anne Frank but few people remember anything about the people who sheltered
her. Who were the rescuers and what motivated them to risk their lives for persecuted Jews? Clearly such
people deserve to be remembered and honored. And clearly an understanding of their motivations may help
us cultivate such behavior in our own day.
This book focuses on such "righteous Christians." Tec, herself a Holocaust survivor helped by Christians,
vividly recreates through hundreds of cases what it was like to pass and hide among Christians and what it
was like to rescue Jews. Limiting her compass to Poland, where anti-Semitism was particularly extreme, the
author interviewed dozens of people now living in many lands and also examined a vast array of published
accounts and unpublished testimonies yielding case histories of over 500 Polish helpers. As the book
preserves for posterity the heroism of such people as Celka, the impoverished governess, and her paralyzed
father, who took into their one-room apartment a Jewish child, refused to baptize her without her family's
permission, and even fed her before they themselves ate, or Dr. Felix Kabus, who developed and frequently
performed an operation that camouflaged circumcision, or the famous anti-Semitic author who wrote
publicly about what was happening to the Jews, the book fills a significant gap in our knowledge of the
Holocaust.
Considering the influence of such factors as class, education, religion, political persuasion, and friendship
between the victims and rescuers, Tec finds only two common characteristics among this incredibly diverse
group: an overpowering need to help others under any circumstances and an intense individualism. The
rescuers were "individuals who did not rely on the opinions of others." Tec writes.
About the Author:
Nechama Tec, Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Connectucut, is also the author of Dry
Tears.
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From reader reviews:

Julio Rico:

The book When Light Pierced the Darkness: Christian Rescue of Jews in Nazi-Occupied Poland gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
studying a book When Light Pierced the Darkness: Christian Rescue of Jews in Nazi-Occupied Poland to be
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a reserve When Light
Pierced the Darkness: Christian Rescue of Jews in Nazi-Occupied Poland. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Peggy Young:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this When Light Pierced
the Darkness: Christian Rescue of Jews in Nazi-Occupied Poland.

Bruce Delvalle:

Why? Because this When Light Pierced the Darkness: Christian Rescue of Jews in Nazi-Occupied Poland is
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret
it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Christopher Suttle:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You



can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the When Light Pierced the Darkness: Christian Rescue of Jews in Nazi-Occupied Poland
when you required it?
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