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Masaya, a provincial capital of Nicaragua, cultivates an aggressively traditional identity that contrasts with
Managua’s urban modernity. In 2001 the city was officially designated Capital of Nicaraguan Folklore, yet
residents have engaged in a vibrant folk revival since at least the 1960s. This book documents the creative
innovations of Masaya’s performing artists.

The first extended study in English of Nicaraguan festival arts, Unmasking Class, Gender, and Sexuality in
Nicaraguan Festival is an ethnographically and historically grounded inquiry into three festival enactments
during the Somoza, Sandinista, and Neoliberal periods: the carnivalesque torovenado masquerades, the
transvestite Negras marimba dances, and the wagon pilgrimage to Popoyuapa. Through a series of
interlinked essays, Katherine Borland shows that these enactments constitute a people’s theater, articulating a
range of perspectives on the homegrown and the global; on class, race, and ethnicity; on gender and
sexuality; and on religious sensibilities.

Borland’s book is a case study of how the oppositional power of popular culture resides in the process of
cultural negotiation itself as communities deploy cherished traditions to assert their difference from the
nation and the world. It addresses both the gendered dimensions of a particular festival masquerade and the
ways in which sexuality is managed in traditional festival transvestism. It demonstrates how performativity
and theatricality interact to negotiate certain crucial realities in a festival complex. By showing how one
locale negotiates, incorporates, and resists globally circulating ideas, identities, and material objects, it makes
a major contribution to studies of ritual and festival in Latin America.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Scott:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Unmasking Class, Gender, and Sexuality in Nicaraguan Festival.

Willie Blackburn:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for us. The book Unmasking Class, Gender, and Sexuality in Nicaraguan Festival was
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book Unmasking Class, Gender, and Sexuality in Nicaraguan Festival is not only
giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Unmasking Class, Gender,
and Sexuality in Nicaraguan Festival. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Leslie Jasso:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Unmasking Class, Gender, and Sexuality in Nicaraguan Festival book
is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer of Unmasking Class, Gender, and Sexuality in Nicaraguan Festival content conveys objective
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Unmasking Class, Gender, and Sexuality in Nicaraguan
Festival is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Lois Bottoms:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like
Unmasking Class, Gender, and Sexuality in Nicaraguan Festival which is getting the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's find.
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