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Arthur Laurents's career as a playwright, screenwriter, book writer for musicals and director spanned over
half a century. His first Broadway play, Home of the Brave, was produced in 1945; his last play, Come Back,
Come Back, Wherever You Are, was produced in 2009 when he was ninety-one. Although he is best known
for his work on the classic musicals Gypsy and West Side Story and for his screenplays for Rope, The Way
We Were, and The Turning Point, Laurents is the author of seventeen full-length plays, numerous
screenplays and three volumes of memoirs. Despite the length and distinction of Laurents's career, until now
no one has written a full-length critical study of his work. Laurentss' name was associated with a few hit
musicals and films, but his best work, the plays he wrote since 1975, are not as well known. One reason is
that the economics of the American theatre have changed during the writer's lifetime and Laurents's serious
plays were performed Off-Broadway or at regional theatres. Few were published, except in acting editions,
until a volume of Selected Plays was assembled in 2005. Moreover, Laurents's highly controversial volumes
of memoirs, filled with attacks on people who he felt betrayed him over the years, overshadowed his later
work. Ignoring most his own plays in the memoirs did not help to maintain his reputation as a serious
playwright This book rectifies the absence of a serious examination of all of Laurents's major work. This first
comprehensive study of Laurents's work focuses on the subjects and themes that recur in his work,
particularly the interrelated topics of gender politics, homosexuality and the dynamics of marriage. The
position of women and gay men changed greatly over the sixty-plus years of Laurents's career and we see
those changes reflected in his work, particularly in the shifting power dynamics within a marriage. Laurents
was fascinated by the dynamics of marriage. In his plays there is always a tension between love and the
difficulty, if not impossibility, of monogamy. In works like The Enclave, we also see a variety of ways in
which gay men try to live proud lives in a heteronormative society. In that play and in Two Lives, Laurents
examines how gay men negotiate something like a marriage before gay marriages were legally sanctioned.
The book also covers the ways in which Laurents's plays reflect his interest in leftist politics from the 1940s
through the various liberations of the late 1960s and 1970s. Above all, the study argues that if there is any
common theme running through the plays, films and memoirs, it is betrayal-betrayal of marriage partner,
friend, artistic collaborator and, most important, betrayal of one's own ideals. The Works of Arthur Laurents
will be of particular interest to students and scholarsof American drama, musical theatre, American film,
gender studies, gay studies, and Jewish studies.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Works of Arthur Laurents: Politics, Love, and
Betrayal. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book The Works of Arthur Laurents: Politics, Love, and Betrayal. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Jose Laney:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Works of Arthur Laurents:
Politics, Love, and Betrayal that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The Works of Arthur Laurents: Politics,
Love, and Betrayal become your own personal starter.

Steven Hackett:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Works of Arthur Laurents:
Politics, Love, and Betrayal is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Richard Mendoza:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Works of Arthur Laurents: Politics, Love, and
Betrayal was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Works of Arthur
Laurents: Politics, Love, and Betrayal has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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