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A profound understanding of the surrealists’ connections with alchemists and secret societies and the
hermetic aspirations revealed in their works

• Explains how surrealist paintings and poems employed mythology, gnostic principles, tarot, voodoo,
alchemy, and other hermetic sciences to seek out unexplored regions of the mind and recover lost “psychic”
and magical powers

• Provides many examples of esoteric influence in surrealism, such as how Picasso’s Demoiselles d’Avignon
was originally titled The Bath of the Philosophers

Not merely an artistic or literary movement as many believe, the surrealists rejected the labels of artist and
author bestowed upon them by outsiders, accepting instead the titles of magician, alchemist, or--in the case
of Leonora Carrington and Remedios Varo--witch. Their paintings, poems, and other works were created to
seek out unexplored regions of the mind and recover lost “psychic” and magical powers. They used creative
expression as the vehicle to attain what André Breton called the “supreme point,” the point at which all
opposites cease to be perceived as contradictions. This supreme point is found at the heart of all esoteric
doctrines, including the Great Work of alchemy, and enables communication with higher states of being.

Drawing on an extensive range of writings by the surrealists and those in their circle of influence, Patrick
Lepetit shows how the surrealists employed mythology, gnostic principles, tarot, voodoo, and alchemy not
simply as reference points but as significant elements of their ongoing investigations into the fundamental
nature of consciousness. He provides many specific examples of esoteric influence among the surrealists,
such as how Picasso’s famous Demoiselles d’Avignon was originally titled The Bath of the Philosophers,
how painter Victor Brauner drew from his father’s spiritualist vocation as well as the Kabbalah and tarot, and
how doctor and surrealist author Pierre Mabille was a Freemason focused on finding initiatory paths where
“it is possible to feel a new system connecting man with the universe.”

Lepetit casts new light on the connection between key figures of the movement and the circle of adepts
gathered around Fulcanelli. He also explores the relationship between surrealists and Freemasonry,
Martinists, and the Elect Cohen as well as the Grail mythos and the Arthurian brotherhood.
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From reader reviews:

Della Richardson:

This The Esoteric Secrets of Surrealism: Origins, Magic, and Secret Societies book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This The Esoteric Secrets of Surrealism: Origins, Magic, and Secret Societies
without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry The Esoteric Secrets of Surrealism: Origins, Magic, and Secret Societies can bring once you
are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This The Esoteric Secrets of Surrealism: Origins, Magic, and Secret Societies having
excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jeff Sanchez:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The Esoteric Secrets of Surrealism: Origins,
Magic, and Secret Societies can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have
thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Esoteric
Secrets of Surrealism: Origins, Magic, and Secret Societies.

Philip Cooper:

You can get this The Esoteric Secrets of Surrealism: Origins, Magic, and Secret Societies by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.

Jenny Perez:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Esoteric Secrets of Surrealism: Origins,
Magic, and Secret Societies to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a
book and examine it. Beside that the e-book The Esoteric Secrets of Surrealism: Origins, Magic, and Secret



Societies can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of these time.
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