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In 2012, the Pew Research Center issued a report that named Asian Americans as the “ highest-income, best-
educated, and fastest-growing racial group in the United States.” Despite this seemingly optimistic
conclusion, over thirty Asian American advocacy groups challenged the findings. As many pointed out, the
term “Asian American” itself is complicated. It currently denotes a wide range of ethnicities, national
origins, and languages, and encompasses a number of significant economic and social disparities. In
Redefining Race, sociologist Dina G. Okamoto traces the complex evolution of thisracial designation to
show how the use of “Asian American” as a panethnic label and identity has been a deliberate socia
achievement negotiated by members of this group themselves, rather than an organic and inevitable process.
Drawing on original research and a series of interviews, Okamoto investigates how different Asian ethnic
groups in the U.S. were able to create a collective identity in the wake of the Civil Rights movement in the
1960s. Okamoto argues that a variety of broad social forces created the conditions for this developing
panethnic identity. Racial segregation, for example, shaped how Asian immigrants of different national
origins were distributed in similar occupations and industries. This segregation of Asians within local labor
markets produced a shared experience of racial discrimination, which encouraged Asian ethnic groupsto
develop shared interests and identities. By constructing a panethnic label and identity, ethnic group members
took part in creating their own collective histories, and in the process challenged and redefined current
notions of race. The emergence of a panethnic racia identity also depended, somewhat paradoxically, on
different groups organizing along distinct ethnic linesin order to gain recognition and rights from the larger
society. According to Okamoto, these ethnic organizations provided the foundation necessary to build
solidarity within different Asian-origin communities. Leaders and community members who created
inclusive narratives and advocated policies that benefited groups beyond their own were then able to move
these discrete ethnic organizations toward a panethnic model. For example, a number of ethnic-specific
organizations in San Francisco expanded their services and programs to include other ethnic group members
after their original constituencies dwindled. A Laotian organization included refugees from different parts of
Asia, a Japanese organization began to advocate for South Asian populations, and a Chinese organization
opened its doors to Filipinos and Viethamese. As Okamoto argues, the process of building ties between
ethnic communities while also recognizing ethnic diversity isthe hallmark of panethnicity. Redefining Race
isagroundbreaking analysis of the processes through which group boundaries are drawn and contested. In
mapping the genesis of a panethnic Asian American identity, Okamoto illustrates the ways in which concepts
of race continue to shape how ethnic and immigrant groups view themselves and organize for representation
in the public arena.
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From reader reviews:
Rebecca Clark:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because all thistime you only find book that need more time to be study.
Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries can be your answer given it
can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Elmer Pereira:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching fromiit. It is named of
book Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It ismost crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.

Amanda Despain:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. Aswe know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we al add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries we
can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must want to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life by this book Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic
Boundaries. Y ou can more appealing than now.

Rachel Chaney:

Some peopl e said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the ideawhen
they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Redefining Race: Asian American
Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our skill of
reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to
like to open up abook and examine it. Beside that the guide Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity
and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of these time.
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