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Drawing on a large body of empirical evidence, former Harvard President Derek Bok examines how much
progress college students actually make toward widely accepted goals of undergraduate education. His
conclusions are sobering. Although most students make gains in many important respects, they improve
much less than they should in such important areas as writing, critical thinking, quantitative skills, and moral
reasoning. Large majorities of college seniors do not feel that they have made substantial progress in
speaking a foreign language, acquiring cultural and aesthetic interests, or learning what they need to know to
become active and informed citizens. Overall, despite their vastly increased resources, more powerful
technology, and hundreds of new courses, colleges cannot be confident that students are learning more than
they did fifty years ago.

Looking further, Bok finds that many important college courses are left to the least experienced teachers and
that most professors continue to teach in ways that have proven to be less effective than other available
methods. In reviewing their educational programs, however, faculties typically ignore this evidence. Instead,
they spend most of their time discussing what courses to require, although the lasting impact of college will
almost certainly depend much more on how the courses are taught.

In his final chapter, Bok describes the changes that faculties and academic leaders can make to help students
accomplish more. Without ignoring the contributions that America's colleges have made, Bok delivers a
powerful critique--one that educators will ignore at their peril.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Lucas:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Our Underachieving
Colleges: A Candid Look at How Much Students Learn and Why They Should Be Learning More is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

John Moore:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled Our Underachieving Colleges: A Candid Look at How Much
Students Learn and Why They Should Be Learning More can be good book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Francisco London:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Our
Underachieving Colleges: A Candid Look at How Much Students Learn and Why They Should Be Learning
More your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown
for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then
become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Our Underachieving
Colleges: A Candid Look at How Much Students Learn and Why They Should Be Learning More giving you
an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life
within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Christina Harper:

This Our Underachieving Colleges: A Candid Look at How Much Students Learn and Why They Should Be
Learning More is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having bit of digest in reading this Our Underachieving Colleges: A Candid Look at How Much



Students Learn and Why They Should Be Learning More can be the light food for you because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just
read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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