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Classical Athenian literature often speaks of democratic politicsin sexual terms. Citizens are urged to
become lovers of the palis, and politicians claim to be lovers of the people. Victoria Wohl argues that this
was no dead metaphor. Exploring the intersection between eros and politics in democratic Athens, Wohl
traces the private desires aroused by public ideology and the political consequences of citizens most intimate
longings. Love among the Ruins analyzes the civic fantasies that lay beneath (but not necessarily parallel to)
Athens's palitical ideology. It shows how desire can disrupt politics and provides a deeper--at times
disturbing--insight into the democratic unconscious of ancient Athens.

The Athenians imagined the perfect citizen as anoble and manly lover. But thisicon conceals a multitude of
other possible figures: sexy tyrants, potent pathics, and seductive perverts. Through critical re-readings of
canonical texts, Wohl investigates these fantasies, which seem so antithetical to Athens's manifest ideals. She
examines the interrelation of patriotism and narcissism, the trope of politics as prostitution, the elite
suspicion of political pleasure, and the status of perversion within Athens's sexual and political norms. She
also discusses the morbid drive that propelled Athenian imperialism, as well as democratic Athens's
paradoxical fascination with the joys of tyranny.

Drawing on contemporary critical theory in original ways, Wohl sketches the relationship between citizen
psyche and political life to illuminate the complex, frequently contradictory passions that structure
democracy, ancient and modern.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Conley:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual isyou don't know which you should start with. This Love among the
Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athensis our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in thisera.

Robert Nobles:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Love
among the Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athens the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get prior to. The Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in Classical
Athens giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning agame. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Herlinda Jerkins:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Love among the Ruins: The
Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athensthat give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for every you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy
in Classical Athens become your personal starter.

Alice Concannon:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this al time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athens can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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