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Winner, Tullis Prize, Texas State Historical Association, 2004

Private First Class Felix Longoria earned a Bronze Service Star, a Purple Heart, a Good Conduct Medal, and
a Combat Infantryman's badge for service in the Philippines during World War II. Yet the only funeral parlor
in his hometown of Three Rivers, Texas, refused to hold a wake for the slain soldier because "the whites
would not like it." Almost overnight, this act of discrimination became a defining moment in the rise of
Mexican American activism. It launched Dr. Héctor P. García and his newly formed American G.I. Forum
into the vanguard of the Mexican civil rights movement, while simultaneously endangering and advancing
the career of Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, who arranged for Longoria's burial with full military honors in
Arlington National Cemetery.

In this book, Patrick Carroll provides the first fully researched account of the Longoria controversy and its
far-reaching consequences. Drawing on extensive documentary evidence and interviews with many key
figures, including Dr. García and Mrs. Longoria, Carroll convincingly explains why the Longoria incident,
though less severe than other acts of discrimination against Mexican Americans, ignited the activism of a
whole range of interest groups from Argentina to Minneapolis. By putting Longoria's wake in a national and
international context, he also clarifies why it became such a flash point for conflicting understandings of
bereavement, nationalism, reason, and emotion between two powerful cultures—Mexicanidad and
Americanism.
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From reader reviews:

Joe Vizcarra:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important normally. The book Felix Longoria's Wake: Bereavement,
Racism, and the Rise of Mexican American Activism (Cmas History, Culture, & Society) was making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The e-book Felix Longoria's Wake: Bereavement, Racism, and the Rise of Mexican American Activism
(Cmas History, Culture, & Society) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using
the book Felix Longoria's Wake: Bereavement, Racism, and the Rise of Mexican American Activism (Cmas
History, Culture, & Society). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Douglas Reece:

The e-book untitled Felix Longoria's Wake: Bereavement, Racism, and the Rise of Mexican American
Activism (Cmas History, Culture, & Society) is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get
the e-book of Felix Longoria's Wake: Bereavement, Racism, and the Rise of Mexican American Activism
(Cmas History, Culture, & Society) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Bradley Simpson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Felix Longoria's Wake: Bereavement, Racism, and the
Rise of Mexican American Activism (Cmas History, Culture, & Society) why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
list in your reading list is definitely Felix Longoria's Wake: Bereavement, Racism, and the Rise of Mexican
American Activism (Cmas History, Culture, & Society). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry



Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can
get many advantages.
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