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For many of the forty years of her life as a slave, Azeline Hearne cohabitated with her wealthy, unmarried
master, Samuel R. Hearne. She bore him four children, only one of whom survived past early childhood.
When Sam died shortly after the Civil War ended, he publicly acknowledged his relationship with Azeline
and bequeathed his entire estate to their twenty-year-old mulatto son, with the provision that he take care of
his mother. When their son died early in 1868, Azeline inherited one of the most profitable cotton plantations
in Texas and became one of the wealthiest ex-slaves in the former Confederacy. In Counterfeit Justice, Dale
Baum traces Azeline’s remarkable story, detailing her ongoing legal battles to claim and maintain her legacy.

As Baum shows, Azeline’s inheritance quickly made her a target for predatory whites determined to strip her
of her land. A familiar figure at the Robertson County District Court from the late 1860s to the early 1880s,
Azeline faced numerous lawsuits—including one filed against her by her own lawyer. Samuel Hearne’s
family took steps to dispossess her, and other unscrupulous white men challenged the title to her plantation,
using claims based on old Spanish land grants. Azeline’s prolonged and courageous defense of her rightful
title brought her a certain notoriety: the first freedwoman to be a party to three separate civil lawsuits
appealed all the way to the Texas Supreme Court and the first former slave in Robertson County indicted on
criminal charges of perjury. Although repeatedly blocked and frustrated by the convolutions of the legal
system, she evolved from a bewildered defendant to a determined plaintiff who, in one extraordinary lawsuit,
came tantalizingly close to achieving revenge against those who defrauded her for over a decade.

Due to gaps in the available historical record and the unreliability of secondary accounts based on local
Reconstruction folklore, many of the details of Azeline’s story are lost to history. But Baum grounds his
speculation about her life in recent scholarship on the Reconstruction era, and he puts his findings in context
in the history of Robertson County. Although history has not credited Azeline Hearne with influencing the
course of the law, the story of her uniquely difficult position after the Civil War gives an unprecedented view
of the era and of one solitary woman’s attempt to negotiate its social and legal complexities in her struggle to
find justice.

Baum’s meticulously researched narrative will be of keen interest to legal scholars and to all those interested
in the plight of freed slaves during this era.
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From reader reviews:

Mollie Walker:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Counterfeit Justice: The Judicial Odyssey of Texas
Freedwoman Azeline Hearne (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) will make
you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Alfred Wolff:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Counterfeit Justice: The Judicial Odyssey of Texas
Freedwoman Azeline Hearne (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) why
because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jose Rivera:

This Counterfeit Justice: The Judicial Odyssey of Texas Freedwoman Azeline Hearne (Conflicting Worlds:
New Dimensions of the American Civil War) is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Counterfeit Justice: The Judicial Odyssey
of Texas Freedwoman Azeline Hearne (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War)
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

Christie Rich:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books
in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Counterfeit Justice: The Judicial Odyssey of Texas



Freedwoman Azeline Hearne (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War). This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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