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For the past decade, most South Asian countries have directed their efforts towards achieving universal
access to elementary education. While these investments have led to more children being retained in school,
they have not translated into better learning outcomes. This report comprehensively analyzes the
performance of South Asian educational systemsin terms of student learning. It attempts to answer three
guestions:

* How well do education systemsin South Asia perform?

» What determines student learning outcomes?

» What policy options are effective in improving learning outcomes, especially given increasing demand and
competition for public resources?

Because |earning outcomes and skill acquisition in the region are low in both absolute and relative terms,
schooling does not trandlate, asit should, into better life chances, including escape from poverty for many
more. Nor does schooling contribute to higher productivity and economic growth, so that countriesin the
region find it difficult to accel erate economic and social devel opment. Governments in the region now fully
realize that they need to direct their attention toward improving quality so that students can aspire to fuller
lives as both individuals and labor market participants. Merely spending time in school is not enough;
students need to register asignificant gain in both noncognitive and cognitive skills if countriesin the region
are to reap full returns on their investments and generate gains in employment, job creation, and productivity.

To examine what policies hold promise for improving student learning, the report reviews evidence from
large-scale national learning assessments and findings from impact evaluations being conducted in the
region. It identifies the following strategic priorities for improving learning outcomes in South Asia: (1)
Make learning outcomes the central goal of education policy; (2) Invest in early childhood nutrition; (3)
Improve teacher effectiveness and accountability; (4) Provide additional support to disadvantaged childrenin
early grades; (5) Use financing effectively; (6) Leverage the contribution of the non-state sector; and (7)
Build learning assessment systems. Each of these policy options will need to be integrated within alarger
agenda of inclusive economic growth and governance reform to be truly effective.
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From reader reviews:
Guadalupe Baxter:

The book Student Learning in South Asia: Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy Priorities (Directionsin
Development) can give more knowledge and al so the precise product information about everything you
want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Student Learning in South Asia: Challenges,
Opportunities, and Policy Priorities (Directions in Development)? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
could share al of these. Book Student Learning in South Asia: Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy
Priorities (Directions in Development) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive
function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Timothy Roesch:

The book untitled Student Learning in South Asia: Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy Priorities
(Directions in Development) contain alot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their officia
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Robert Lindsey:

Isit you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Student Learning in South Asia
Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy Priorities (Directions in Development) can be the answer, oh how
comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this
completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Denise Wallis:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Student Learning in South Asia: Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy Priorities



(Directions in Development) can make you experience more interested to read.
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