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The Lotus Sutra has been the most widely read and most revered Buddhist scripture in East Asia since its
translation in the third century. The miracles and parables in the "king of sutras" inspired a variety of images
in China, in particular the sweeping compositions known as transformation tableaux that developed between
the seventh and ninth centuries. Surviving examples in murals painted on cave walls or carved in relief on
Buddhist monuments depict celestial journeys, bodily metamorphoses, cycles of rebirth, and the achievement
of nirvana. Yet the cosmos revealed in these tableaux is strikingly different from that found in the text of the
sutra. Shaping the Lotus Sutra explores this visual world. Challenging long-held assumptions about Buddhist
art, Eugene Wang treats it as a window to an animated and spirited world. Rather than focus on individual
murals as isolated compositions, Wang views the entire body of pictures adorning a cave shrine or a pagoda
as a visual mapping of an imaginary topography that encompasses different temporal and spatial domains.
He demonstrates that the text of the Lotus Sutra does not fully explain the pictures and that a picture, or a
series of them, constitutes its own "text." In exploring how religious pictures sublimate cultural aspirations,
he shows that they can serve both political and religious agendas and that different social forces can co-exist
within the same visual program. These pictures inspired meditative journeys through sophisticated formal
devices such as mirroring, mapping, and spatial programming--analytical categories newly identified by
Wang. The book examines murals in cave shrines at Binglingsi and Dunhuang in northwestern China and
relief sculptures in the grottoes of Yungang in Shanxi, on stelae from Sichuan, and on the Dragon-and-Tiger
pagoda in Shandong, among other sites. By tracing formal impulses in medieval Chinese picture-making,
such as topographic mapping and pictorial illusionism, the author pieces together a wide range of visual
evidence and textual sources to reconstruct the medieval Chinese cognitive style and mental world. The book
is ultimately a history of the Chinese imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Ovalle:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Shaping the Lotus Sutra:
Buddhist Visual Culture in Medieval China will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or acceptable book with you?

John Folsom:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Shaping the Lotus Sutra:
Buddhist Visual Culture in Medieval China book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Rubye Carter:

The publication with title Shaping the Lotus Sutra: Buddhist Visual Culture in Medieval China contains a lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Michael Greene:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you read a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Shaping the Lotus Sutra: Buddhist Visual Culture in Medieval China provide you with a new experience
in looking at a book.
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