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Winner of the 2015 Rachel Carson Prize presented by the Society for Social Studies of Science

Residents
of a small Louisiana town were sure that the oil refinery next door was
making them sick. As part of a campaign demanding relocation away from the
refinery, they collected scientific data to prove it. Their campaign ended with
a settlement agreement that addressed many of their grievances—but not concerns
about their health. Yet, instead of continuing to collect data, residents began
to let refinery scientists' assertions that their operations did not
harm them stand without challenge. What makes a community move
so suddenly from actively challenging to apparently accepting experts'
authority?

Refining
Expertise argues
that the answer lies in the way that refinery scientists and engineers defined
themselves as experts. Rather than claiming to be infallible, they began
to portray themselves as responsible—committed to operating safely
and to contributing to the well-being of the community. The volume shows
that by grounding their claims to responsibility in influential ideas from
the larger culture about what makes good citizens, nice communities, and moral
companies, refinery scientists made it much harder for residents to challenge
their expertise and thus re-established their authority over scientific
questions related to the refinery's health and environmental effects.

Gwen
Ottinger here shows how industrial facilities' current approaches to
dealing with concerned communities—approaches which leave much room for
negotiation while shielding industry's environmental and health claims from
critique—effectively undermine not only individual grassroots campaigns but
also environmental justice activism and far-reaching efforts
to democratize science. This work drives home the need for both activists
and politically engaged scholars to reconfigure their own activities in
response, in order to advance community health and robust scientific knowledge



about it.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Whittington:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Refining Expertise: How Responsible Engineers Subvert Environmental Justice
Challenges book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer associated with Refining Expertise: How Responsible Engineers Subvert Environmental
Justice Challenges content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Refining Expertise: How Responsible Engineers Subvert Environmental Justice Challenges is not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

Bernard Walker:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Refining Expertise: How Responsible Engineers Subvert
Environmental Justice Challenges as the daily resource information.

Shirley Henderson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Refining Expertise: How Responsible Engineers Subvert Environmental
Justice Challenges can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Debra Brunette:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Refining Expertise: How Responsible
Engineers Subvert Environmental Justice Challenges which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.
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