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He was, for decades, one of the most recognizable figures in the cultural landscape, his image epitomizing a
golden age of American show business. His career spanned a lifetime, but for years he has remained hidden
behind the persona he so vigorously generated, and so fiercely protected. Now, in this surprising,
illuminating, and compulsively readable biography, we are taken beyond the icon, into the extraordinary,
singular life of Sammy Davis, Jr.

In scrupulous detail and with stunning powers of evocation, Wil Haygood takes us back to the era of
vaudeville, where it all began for four-year-old Sammy who ran out onstage one night and stole the show.
From then on it was a motherless childhood on the road, singing and dancing his way across a segregated
America with his father and the formidable showman Will Mastin, struggling together to survive the
Depression and the demise of vaudeville itself.

With an ambition honed by poverty and an obsessive need for applause, Sammy drove his way into the
nightclub circuit of the 1940s and 1950s, when, his father and Mastin aging and out of style, he slowly began
to make a name for himself, hustling his way to top billing and eventually to recording contracts. From there,
he was to stake his claim on Broadway, in Hollywood, and, of course, in Las Vegas.

Haygood brings Sammy’s showbiz life into full relief against the backdrop of an America in the throes of
racial change. Sammy grew up trapped between the worlds of blacks and whites, with so much invested in
both. He made his living entertaining white people but was often denied service in the very venues he
played. Drafted into a newly integrated U.S. Army in the 1940s, he saw up close the fierce tensions that
seethed below the surface. Dragged into the civil rights movement, he witnessed a hatred that often erupted
into violence. In his broad and varied friendships and alliances (with Frank Sinatra; Martin Luther King, Jr.;
Richard Nixon; Sidney Poitier; Marilyn Monroe, to name just a few), not to mention his romances (his
relationship with Kim Novak and his marriage to the blond beauty May Britt drew death threats), he forged
uncharted paths across racial lines. Admired and reviled by both blacks and whites, he was tormented all his
life by raging insecurities, and never quite came to terms with his own skin. Ultimately, his only true sense
of his identity was as a performer.

Based on painstaking research and more than 250 interviews, Wil Haygood brings us a sweeping and vivid
cultural history of the twentieth century, chronicling black entertainment from its beginnings and the birth of
popular culture as we know it. In Black and White transcends simple biography to become an important
record, both celebratory and elegiacal, of a vanished America and its greatest entertainer.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Payne:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this In Black and White: The Life of Sammy Davis Junior.

Sophia Hartman:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what type you should start with. This In Black and White: The Life of Sammy Davis Junior is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Betty Edmond:

This book untitled In Black and White: The Life of Sammy Davis Junior to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Ernest Bryan:

This In Black and White: The Life of Sammy Davis Junior is completely new way for you who has interest
to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this In Black and White: The
Life of Sammy Davis Junior can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life as well as knowledge.
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