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The massive dams of the American West were designed to serve multiple purposes: improving navigation,
irrigating crops, storing water, controlling floods, and generating hydroelectricity. Their construction also put
thousands of people to work during the Great Depression. Only later did the dams’ baneful effects on river
ecologies spark public debate.

Big Dams of the New Deal Era tells how major water-storage structures were erected in four western river
basins. David P. Billington and Donald C. Jackson reveal how engineering science, regional and national
politics, perceived public needs, and a river’s natural features intertwined to create distinctive dams within
each region. In particular, the authors describe how two federal agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and
the Bureau of Reclamation, became key players in the creation of these important public works.

By illuminating the mathematical analysis that supported large-scale dam construction, the authors also
describe how and why engineers in the 1930s most often opted for massive gravity dams, whose design
required enormous quantities of concrete or earth-rock fill for stability.

Richly illustrated, Big Dams of the New Deal Era offers a compelling account of how major dams in the
New Deal era restructured the landscape—both politically and physically—and why American society in the
1930s embraced them wholeheartedly.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Cochran:

Here thing why this Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of Engineering and Politics are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of
Engineering and Politics giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of Engineering
and Politics. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of Engineering
and Politics in e-book can be your substitute.

Gary Simms:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of Engineering and Politics
book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer regarding Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of Engineering and
Politics content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Big Dams
of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of Engineering and Politics is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Christopher Palmer:

The guide untitled Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of Engineering and Politics is the reserve
that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of
Engineering and Politics from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Irma Cook:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read



education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of Engineering and Politics will give you
new experience in studying a book.
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