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"A provocative explanation of how differences in slavery and later abolition movements produced different
responses in post-abolition societies and contributed significantly to the creation of the southern myth."--
Sylvia Frey, Tulane University

Providing new insights into the origins of benevolent myths about the Old South, Nathalie Dessens compares
slave systems of the Caribbean and the American South from the early days of European colonization to the
abolition of slavery.

Her uncommon combination of historical and literary scholarship in a broad comparative framework
explains why these two slave societies of the Americas developed so differently. She shows that underneath
apparently obvious similarities, evolution of southern society and its West Indian counterpart diverged
markedly, notably during debates over the existence of slavery.

In both regions, climate and soil conditions favored the development of plantations that relied almost
exclusively on the cultivation of such crops as cocoa, coffee, tobacco, cotton, indigo, and sugar and on the
importation of other consumer goods. These agricultural economies required extensive manpower, and all
colonial societies experienced a constant labor shortage. Both regions readily adopted the system of slavery.
Dessens contrasts the institution in the West Indies and the American South, from codification and
implementation to abolition and its aftermath. She also describes differences in both regions connected to
their geography and varying status as territories.

Her examination illuminates the emergence of a cultural distinction of the American South. Both before and
after emancipation, southerners found themselves defending their entire civilization, and the myth of
benevolent plantation life--complete with paternal masters and contented slaves--was born. Southern fiction
writers added their voices to the defense and wrote historical novels that glorified the Golden Age of the
South. Dessens asserts that no parallel mythologizing existed in West Indian society, where plantation life
was debunked rather than celebrated.

In addition to primary sources such as diaries and slave narratives, scholars will be especially fascinated by
Dessens' use of travel narratives, a fashionable genre in the 18th and 19th centuries, some written by
American colonists visiting other colonies of the Western hemisphere and others written by Europeans
visiting the American colonies.   

Nathalie Dessens is professor of American history and civilization at the University of Toulouse, France.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Brewer:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Myths of the Plantation Society: Slavery in the American South and the West
Indies.

Diane Worrell:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important usually. The book Myths of the Plantation Society: Slavery in the
American South and the West Indies seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Myths of the Plantation
Society: Slavery in the American South and the West Indies is not only giving you more new information but
also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book Myths of the Plantation Society: Slavery in the American
South and the West Indies. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Peter Wright:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Myths of the Plantation
Society: Slavery in the American South and the West Indies book as nice and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Colleen Greenwood:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be read. Myths of the Plantation Society: Slavery in the American
South and the West Indies can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short
free time problems.
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