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"It was Rebecca's son, Thomas, who first realized the victim's identity. His eyes were drawn to the victim's
head, and aided by the flickering light of a candle, he 'clapt his hands and cryed out, Oh Lord, it is my
mother.' James Moills, a servant of Cornell . . . described Rebecca 'lying on the floore, with fire about Her,
from her Lower parts neare to the Armepits.' He recognized her only 'by her shoes.'"—from Killed Strangely

On a winter's evening in 1673, tragedy descended on the respectable Rhode Island household of Thomas
Cornell. His 73-year-old mother, Rebecca, was found close to her bedroom's large fireplace, dead and badly
burned. The legal owner of the Cornells' hundred acres along Narragansett Bay, Rebecca shared her home
with Thomas and his family, a servant, and a lodger. A coroner's panel initially declared her death "an
Unhappie Accident," but before summer arrived, a dark web of events—rumors of domestic abuse, allusions
to witchcraft, even the testimony of Rebecca's ghost through her brother—resulted in Thomas's trial for
matricide.

Such were the ambiguities of the case that others would be tried for the murder as well. Rebecca is a direct
ancestor of Cornell University's founder, Ezra Cornell. Elaine Forman Crane tells the compelling story of
Rebecca's death and its aftermath, vividly depicting the world in which she lived. That world included a legal
system where jurors were expected to be familiar with the defendant and case before the trial even began.
Rebecca's strange death was an event of cataclysmic proportions, affecting not only her own community, but
neighboring towns as well.

The documents from Thomas's trial provide a rare glimpse into seventeenth-century life. Crane writes,
"Instead of the harmony and respect that sermon literature, laws, and a hierarchical/patriarchal society
attempted to impose, evidence illustrates filial insolence, generational conflict, disrespect toward the elderly,
power plays between mother-in-law and daughter-in-law, [and] adult dependence on (and resentment of)
aging parents who clung to purse strings." Yet even at a distance of more than three hundred years, Rebecca
Cornell's story is poignantly familiar. Her complaints of domestic abuse, Crane says, went largely unheeded
by friends and neighbors until, at last, their complacency was shattered by her terrible death.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Williams:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Killed Strangely: The Death of Rebecca Cornell.
Try to make book Killed Strangely: The Death of Rebecca Cornell as your close friend. It means that it can
to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

James Sandifer:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which you should start with. This Killed Strangely: The Death of Rebecca Cornell is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Rudy Nixon:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Killed Strangely: The
Death of Rebecca Cornell book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Paul Frazier:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Killed Strangely:
The Death of Rebecca Cornell that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you can pick Killed Strangely: The Death of Rebecca Cornell become your
personal starter.
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