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The Cromwellian Protectorate was a period of innovation in poetry and drama, as well as constitutional
debate. This new account of the period focuses on key cultural institutions -- Parliament, an embassy to
Sweden, Oxford University, Cromwell's state funeral -- to examine this poetry's relationship with a culture in
transformation and crisis.

Edward Holberton shows that the Protectorate's instabilities helped to generate lively and innovative poetry.
Protectorate verse explores the faultlines of a culture which ceaselessly contested the authority of its own
institutions, including the office of Protector itself. Poetry by Andrew Marvell, Edmund Waller, William
Davenant, and John Dryden, contributed to a vibrant poetic culture which embraced diverse forms and
occasions: masques for the weddings of Cromwell's daughters, diplomatic poems to Queen Christina of
Sweden, naval victories, civic pageants, and university anthologies in celebration of a peace treaty. Many of
these texts prove difficult to align with established ideas of the political and cultural contests of the age,
because they become entangled with cultural institutions which could no longer be taken for granted, and
were in many cases transforming rapidly, with far-reaching historical consequences.

Poetry and the Cromwellian Protectorate asks how poetry confronted questions that were complicated by
institutional practices, how poets tried to square their wider cultural sympathies with their interests in a
particular parliamentary or university crisis, and how changes in institutions afforded poets critical insights
into their society's problems and its place in the world. The readings in this book challenge previous
representations of Protectorate culture as a phase of conservative backsliding, or pragmatic compromise,
under a quasi-monarchical order. Protectorate verse emerges as nuanced and vital writing, which looks
beyond the personality of Oliver Cromwell to the tensions that shaped his power. Poetry and the
Cromwellian Protectorate argues that it is precisely through being contingent and compromised that these
poems achieve their vitality, and become so revealing.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Thompson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Poetry and the Cromwellian Protectorate: Culture, Politics, and
Institutions. Try to make book Poetry and the Cromwellian Protectorate: Culture, Politics, and Institutions as
your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Matilda Greiner:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book Poetry and the Cromwellian
Protectorate: Culture, Politics, and Institutions had been making you to know about other understanding and
of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Poetry and the
Cromwellian Protectorate: Culture, Politics, and Institutions is not only giving you much more new
information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Poetry and the Cromwellian
Protectorate: Culture, Politics, and Institutions. You never experience lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Mildred Bostwick:

The publication untitled Poetry and the Cromwellian Protectorate: Culture, Politics, and Institutions is the
book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a
person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Poetry and the Cromwellian Protectorate: Culture, Politics, and
Institutions from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Ronald Marinelli:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Poetry and the
Cromwellian Protectorate: Culture, Politics, and Institutions which is getting the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's find.
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