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Manon Lescaut is a classic of French Literature, has never been out of print in France since its publication in
1731 and has inspired several operatic versions and at least three films. Set in Regency Paris and Louisiana
around 1720, it has a significance which transcends its context. It is a love story, but a profoundly ambiguous
one. Is it a cautionary tale, warning of the dangers to which passion, blindly followed, can lead? Or does it
illustrate the redemptive power of love, as Des Grieux's perseverance in his devotion to Manon eventually
brings about a profound change of heart in her, and seems to make possible a lasting happiness based on
deep, mutual affection? The ambiguity persists to the end, when death snatches that happiness away. As well
as a tragic love story, this is also an adventure story with a host of incidents and a wide range of characters.
There are three infidelities, three escapes, three abductions, and two murders. The action spans two
continents and a social range extending from the aristocracy to the social outcast, from pillars of the
establishment to pimps and prostitutes. "Manon is the perfidious object of the Chevalier des Grieux's
affections. She betrays him; his love for her threatens his every moral tenet, yet he clings to a belief in the
redemptive power of love. Manon Lescaut is both operatic high tragedy and picaresque adventure. As
Larkin's introduction emphasises, the ambiguity of the Jesuitical Des Grieux means that this love is far from
innocent, and an enduring puzzle." Isobel Montgomery in The Guardian "The tragic love story Manon
Lescaut has been the model for operas (by Puccini, Massenet and Henze) and films for years. This French
classic by Abbe Prevost, retranslated for the first time in 52 years by Steve Larkin, shows remarkable
resiliency more than 200 years after its original publication. Set in Paris and Louisiana around 1720, it is the
archetypal 18th - century romance, with the noble des Grieux as devoted lover and the worldly Manon as
inconstant mistress." Publisher's Weekly
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From reader reviews:

Carol McElroy:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Manon Lescaut (Dedalus European Classics).

Eleanor Gomez:

The book Manon Lescaut (Dedalus European Classics) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress
or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Manon Lescaut (Dedalus
European Classics) to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up
and read a guide Manon Lescaut (Dedalus European Classics). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Julio Keith:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Manon Lescaut (Dedalus
European Classics) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Lois Hutter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Manon Lescaut (Dedalus European
Classics).
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