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Emancipation, a defining feature of twentieth-century China society, is explored in detail in this compelling
study. Angelina Chin expands the definition of women’s emancipation by examining what this rhetoric
meant to lower-class women, especially those who were engaged in stigmatized sexualized labor who were
treated by urban elites as uncivilized, rural, threatening, and immoral. Beginning in the early twentieth
century, as aresult of growing employment opportunities in the urban areas and the decline of rural
industries, large numbers of young single lower-class women from rural south China moved to Guangzhou
and Hong Kong, forming a crucial component of the service labor force as shops and restaurants for the new
middle class started to develop. Some of these women worked as prostitutes, teahouse waitresses, singers,
and bonded household laborers.

At the time, the concept of “women’s emancipation” was high on the nationalist and modernizing agenda of
progressive intellectuals, missionaries, and political activists. The metaphor of freeing an enslaved or bound
woman’ s body was ubiquitousin local discussions and social campaignsin both cities as away of
empowering women to free their bodies and to seek marriage and work opportunities. Nevertheless, the
highly visible presence of sexualized lower-class women in the urban space raised disturbing questionsin the
two modernizing cities about morality and the criteriafor urban citizenship. Examining various efforts by the
Guangzhou and Hong Kong political participants to regulate women’ s occupations and public behaviors,
Bound to Emancipate shows how the increased visibility of lower-class women and their casual interactions
with men in urban South Chinatriggered new concerns about identity, consumption, governance, and
mobility in the 1920s and 1930s. Shedding new light on the significance of South Chinain modern Chinese
history, Chin also contributes to our understanding of gender and women'’s history in China.
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From reader reviews:
L ouise Rosenbaum:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erawhere everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
init can betrue or not cal for peopleto be aware of each info they get. How many people to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Bound to Emancipate: Working Women and
Urban Citizenship in Early Twentieth-Century Chinaand Hong Kong (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) book
because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Teresa Hennessey:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading addiction
giveyou lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Bound to Emancipate:
Working Women and Urban Citizenship in Early Twentieth-Century China and Hong Kong
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Michael Beebe;

The particular book Bound to Emancipate: Working Women and Urban Citizenship in Early Twentieth-
Century China and Hong Kong (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) has alot details on it. So when you check out this
book you can get alot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some
research ahead of write this book. Thiskind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
looking over this book.

April Baker:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading abook. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Bound to Emancipate: Working
Women and Urban Citizenship in Early Twentieth-Century China and Hong Kong
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of
reading ability is devel oping when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to seeit
and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like
to open up abook and examine it. Beside that the publication Bound to Emancipate: Working Women and
Urban Citizenship in Early Twentieth-Century China and Hong Kong (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) can to be
your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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