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“An adoption professional once told me, ‘At its best, there is no adoption system as good as Guatemala’s. At
its worst, there is none worse.’”—from the foreword by Kevin Kreutner
 
In Between Light and Shadow veteran journalist Jacob Wheeler puts a human face on the Guatemalan
adoption industry, which has exploited, embraced, and sincerely sought to improve the lives of the Central
American nation’s poorest children. Fourteen-year-old Ellie, abandoned at age seven and adopted by a
middle-class family from Michigan, is at the center of this story. Wheeler re-creates the painful
circumstances of Ellie’s abandonment, her adoption and Americanization, her search for her birth mother,
and her joyous and haunting return to Guatemala, where she finds her teenage brothers—unleashing a bond
that transcends language and national borders.
 
Following Ellie’s journey, Wheeler peels back the layers of an adoption economy that some view as an
unscrupulous baby-selling industry that manipulates impoverished indigenous Guatemalan women, and
others herald as the only chance for poor children to have a better life. Through Ellie, Wheeler allows us to
see what all this means in personal and practical terms—and to understand how well-intentioned and
sometimes humanitarian first-world wealth can collide with the extreme poverty, despair, misogyny, racism,
and violent history of Guatemala.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Aguilar:

This book untitled Between Light and Shadow: A Guatemalan Girl's Journey through Adoption to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it via online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Anna Snyder:

This Between Light and Shadow: A Guatemalan Girl's Journey through Adoption is great book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Between Light and Shadow: A Guatemalan Girl's Journey through Adoption in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Philip Newman:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Between Light and Shadow: A Guatemalan
Girl's Journey through Adoption can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

June Slater:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top listing in your reading list is definitely Between Light and Shadow: A Guatemalan Girl's Journey through
Adoption. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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